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Driving north along the shoreline from Peru’s modern capital city of Lima, one sees a barren wasteland. On the left is the Pacific Ocean, and in the distance to the right, the towering Andes Mountains. Between the beach and the great peaks is a dusty desert. This narrow coastal plain has one of the driest climates on earth and presents what appears to be a lifeless landscape. An hour’s drive north from Lima is a slice of the coastline called Norte Chico. Separated by miles of desert on the north and south, Norte Chico has four river valleys that break up its sterile landscape with strips of lush vegetation. Despite its four snowmelt rivers, Norte Chico appears to be the last place on earth one would look for the birth of a sophisticated civilization. 

In 1941, Harvard archaeologists Gordon R. Willey and John M. Corbett worked at the mouth of one of Norte Chico’s rivers, the Supe. They observed a half-dozen mounds or knolls and reported that they were “natural eminences of sand.”
 They had been fooled by the deceiving desert landscape. Fifty-three years later, Ruth Shady Solies from the National University of San Marcos in Lima discovered in the same area the remains of a 150-acre city that included six large platform mounds, sunken ceremonial plazas, six other complexes of mounds with platforms, and large stone buildings with residential apartments. The city has been named Caral.  

It was quickly apparent that Caral was a very ancient city. Jonathan Hass, an archaeologist for the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, and his wife Winifred Creamer, an archaeologist at Northern Illinois University, established in 2000 that Caral was founded around 2600 B.C.  That was just the beginning of the discoveries at Norte Chico. In the sixty-mile-long area that constitutes Norte Chico, the ruins of twenty-four more ancient cities have been discovered. From what we presently know, Norte Chico is the site of the New World’s first urban complex. Charles Mann writes in his bestselling book, 1491: “The oldest date securely associated with a city was about 3500 B.C., at Huaricanga. Other urban sites followed apace: Caballete in 3100 B.C., Porvenir and Upaca in 2700 B.C.  Taken individually, none of the twenty-five Norte Chico cities rivaled Sumer’s cities in size, but the totality was bigger than Sumer’s. Egypt’s pyramids were larger, but they were built centuries later.”

An urban center larger than Sumer! With a pyramid mound sixty feet tall and five hundred feet on all sides. Of special interest to students of the Book of Mormon is that only one other city-state civilization existed at that time—Sumer of the tower of Babel and Jaredite fame. How exciting—a sister civilization that matched that of Mesopotamia in antiquity and achievements! It should be remembered that Sumer in Mesopotamia was the original home of the Jaredites, and that the discovery of Caral and the other ancient cities in Norte Chico are of paramount importance in the study of Book of Mormon historicity. Indeed, for the first time archaeologists have discovered a civilization in the Americas that dates to the era of the early Jaredites.

What the Book of Mormon Says
Moroni condensed two thousand years of Jaredite history into fifteen short chapters, representing today only thirty printed pages that include numerous footnotes and cross references. Of course, Moroni had only twenty-four metal plates to begin with (Mosiah 8:9). Remove from this brief narrative the doctrinal passages, and the Jaredite story is short indeed. Still, from this faint glimpse into a long past, we can outline some of the significant events of the early Jaredite history:

· A man named Jared was a ruler over a group of people. His descendants became the Jaredite royal lineage (Ether 1:6-33).

· When the language of the people living in Mesopotamia was confounded, Jared, asked his brother, who was favored of the Lord, to pray and ask that their language would not be confounded. His prayers were answered in his favor (Ether 1:34-37), and the language of the extended Jaredite family and their friends was not confounded.

· Jared next asked his prophet brother to “inquire of the Lord” to see if God might lead them into a land “choice above all the earth.” Again, the Lord answered the brother of Jared by commanding him to take his family and his friends and “gather together thy flocks, both male and female, of every kind; and also of seed of the earth of every kind; and thy families." Subsequently the Lord met Jared’s party in Nimrod (Ether 1:38-41, 2:1).

· From Nimrod the Book of Mormon does not state which direction they traveled, only that the Lord led the Jaredites into a wilderness. Even that “wilderness, yea, into that quarter where there never had man been ” (Ether 2:4,5 Italics added). 

· After crossing the wilderness, the Jaredites settled for a period in a land they called Moriancumer (Ether 2:13).

· The place Moriancumer must have included a protected harbor, for the Lord commanded the Jaredites to build eight ocean-going barges (Ether 3:1). 

· Since the Lord commanded the Jaredites to build barges to cross open oceans “after the manner of barges which ye have hitherto built,” (Ether 2:16) the Jaredites must have been a shipbuilding and seafaring family with significant maritime experience (Ether 2:16). 

· The Jaredite barges were “driven forth before the wind” (Ether 6:8). The Sumerians were the first to invent sails, which they made from canvas that came from cotton they had cultivated. 

· The design of the Jaredite barges necessitated a source of internal light. The brother of Jared prepared sixteen stones and took them up a mountain to ask the Lord to touch them so they would radiate light. Because of his great faith, the Lord appeared through the veil to the brother of Jared (Ether 3:6).

· When the Lord appeared to the brother of Jared, it appears that the prophet received a ”new” or “sacred” name endowment. This conclusion follows from the fact that Moroni never tells us the brother of Jared's actual name. Furthermore, the things that the brother of Jared saw and heard on the mountain had to be sealed up and kept secret by commandment of the Lord (Ether 4:5). We learn only later, from the Prophet Joseph Smith, that the name of the brother of Jared was Moriancumer
. Thus, the place where the Jaredites built their ships was named after the brother of Jared (Ether 2:13). 
· The Jaredites sailed three hundred and forty and four days until they reached the Promised Land that is known today as the Americas (Ether 6:11).

· The Jaredites went forth upon the face of the land and began to “till the earth” (Ether 6:13).

· When Jared neared death, the people demanded a king. They first selected the oldest son of the brother of Jared, Pagag. He refused, so they selected Orihah, a son of Jared. (Ether 6:27).

· Under Orihad the people began to prosper and became exceedingly rich (Ether 6:28). The Book of Mormon does not say in which materials they became rich, but we can assume they must have had an abundance of at least good housing, nourishing food, and fine clothing.

· Orihad reigned in righteousness and begat twenty-three sons, plus one in his old age—King Kib (Ether 7:1-3)

· King Kib’s son Corihor rebelled against his father and dwelt in a land called Nehor (Ether 7:4)

· Nehor gathered an army and attacked the land of Moron where Kib lived and took his father captive (Ether 7:5).

· Moron is near the land the Nephites called Desolation. (Ether 7:6)

· Kib bore a son in captivity who later made swords of steel and was able to restore his father to the throne (Ether 7:9). Thus, for the time, the early Jaredites were advanced metallurgists. They also refined gold and made gold plates (Ether 10:5-7 & Mosiah 8:9).

· In summary, within three generations of landing in the Promised Land, the Jaredites had a king who ‘did prosper exceedingly and wax great (Ether 7:19), had a land divided into two kingdoms with their own cities (Ether 7:9,20), raised armies (Ether 7:5,9), had bloody battles (Ether 7:16), and had prophets and religious instruction (Ether 7:23). 

Problems with a Mesoamerica Model for the Jaredite Lands

Although nearly all the popular LDS literature on the Jaredites places them in Mesoamerica, usually associating them with the Olmec civilization, such Mesoamerican models are problematic. First, the record of the Jaredites was inscribed on golden plates (Mosiah 8,9) and early Jaredite warriors fashioned swords out of some form of steel (Ether 7:9). However, no archaeological evidence of metalworking has been shown to exist in Mesoamerica until the first century BC, long after the fall of the Olmec civilization (400-200 BC). There is only scant evidence of any metalwork in Mesoamerica before 900 AD. Book of Mormon scholar John Sorenson notes that the only significant evidence for metalwork in Mesoamerica dates back to only AD 900 A.D.
 On one hand, the Jaredites were working metal since their earliest years in the New World. On the other hand, archaeologists have uncovered extensive Peruvian metalwork dating back to almost the dawn of the Jaredite Age.  Sorenson summarizes it this way: 
Archaeologists only recently learned that metal was being worked in Peru as early as 1900 B.C., and it was being traded in Ecuador before 1000 B.C. [J. W. Grossman, "An Ancient Gold Worker's Tool Kit: The Earliest Metal Technology in Peru," Archaeology 25 (1972):270-75; A. C. Paulsen, "Prehistoric Trade between South Coastal Ecuador and other Parts of the Andes" (Paper read at 1972 Annual Meeting, Society for American Archaeology). Dates given in these papers need to be corrected backward to accord with bristle-cone pine corrections.] At the same time, all Mesoamerican scholars agree that intercommunication with Peru and Ecuador occurred over a period of thousands of years. Some definitely believe that it was via these voyages that metalworking reached Mexico and Guatemala. At the same time, we are asked to suppose that something as valuable as metal waited to be carried north until A.D. 900; then, suddenly, the metal connection finally "took."
 

One of the earliest chronicles of the Incas was written in the 1550s by Juan de Betanzos. According to his interviews with the remaining Inca nobles, the Incas needed to keep records because “some said they had livestock, others, great fields of maize, others, gold mines, others, silver mines, others, much wood.”
  The Inca inventories bring to mind Nephi’s account of the resources he found in the Promised Land—seeds growing exceedingly well, forests, livestock, ore, both of gold, silver and copper (1 Nephi 18:24,25). Much of the famed pre-Columbian Peruvian gold was actually an alloy with copper.

Secondly, the Bible records seem to indicate that the flood occurred somewhere around 2400 BC
. However, Egyptian and Chinese histories predate that time, so the flood could have occurred nearly a thousand years earlier [circa 3500 BC]. The Book of Mormon tells us that the Jaredites built barges and sailed them to the New World shortly after the great flood. Within a few generations of their arrival, the Jaredites had already constructed cities, divided into separate lands, and had fought wars. (Ether 7:9-12). However, signs of a mother-culture in Mesoamerica started appearing about 1800 B.C.
 with the first Olmec cities, or what we could consider a civilization, not being built before 1200 BC.
  Therefore, the Jaredite cities mentioned in the seventh chapter of the Book of Ether were constructed nearly a thousand years before the earliest Mesoamerican cities appeared on the scene. Where then are the early Jaredite cities? The only known remains of large city-states in the New World dating back to the era of the Jaredites are the coastal cities of Peru 3200-2500 BC.

Thirdly, the Jaredites domesticated animals that they used in their work (Ether 10:25,26) The Nephites also maintained flocks (2 Nephi 5:11, Enos 1:21 etc). The Book of Ether uses Old World names to describe the domesticated animals of the Jaredites: “as cattle, of oxen, and cows, and of sheep, and of swine” (Ether 9:18). On one hand, the only pre-Columbian animals known to have been domesticated in Mesoamerica were the dog and the turkey.
 On the other hand, the Peruvians maintained large herds of [image: image3.wmf] 

llamas, alpacas, vicunas, and perhaps other animals that became extinct over a four thousand year period. What is clear is that the Incas had an array of domesticated animals which the Spanish chroniclers described in the following account: “the lords of Cuzco made many and very great sacrifices… a large amount of livestock in sheep and lambs was sacrificed as well as deer and all the other animals.”
 It should not be forgotten that the Nephites sacrificed the firstlings of their flocks (Mosiah 2:3).

Furthermore the Jaredites domesticated elephants, or at least something they referred to by that name (Ether 9:19). Although the soldiers of Alexander the Great saw elephants in India, elephants were not seen in the Mediterranean region until Hannibal (247-183 B.C. the Carthaginian). Prior to their arrival, the Greeks knew that the great beasts had tusks, and therefore considered any animal with “tusks” as being a type of elephant, thus the Greeks called boars, “elephants.”
  The same was probably true for Nephi, any animal with a tusk was known as an elephant. 
I am sure I will receive numerous letters reminding me that the Jaredite lands were in proximity to the Nephite lands, and that the only region in the Americas that matches the geographic template described in the Book of Mormon is Mesoamerica. Those purporting Mesoamerican models advance this notion of geographical uniqueness, but from an actual review of New World geography, their unconditional declarations are nonsense. I will discuss the geographical context of the Jaredites and other related issues in a book I am currently writing. 

It is also likely that I will be reminded that the Peruvians had no written language. This also appears to be an erroneous conclusion. The latest research, in particular Gary Urton's work at Harvard University,
 supports the oral traditions of the Incas that the early Peruvians had a written language.
 The fact that all traces of Peru's ancient written languages have vanished is perhaps a direct fulfillment of Jacob's prophecy. The prophet wrote: 

I, Jacob, having ministered much unto my people in word, (and I cannot write but a little of my words, because of the difficulty of engraving our words upon plates) and we know that the things which we write upon plates must remain; but whatsoever things we write upon anything save it be upon plates must perish and vanish away. (Jacob 4:1,2) 

Jacob’s use of the word “must” suggest an unconditional prophecy that all the Nephite written records will vanish. It is estimated that there still exist on monuments, murals, and pottery about fifteen thousand known examples of Mesoamerican writing.

For now it is important to realize that based on the current body of knowledge, trying to defend the historicity of book of Ether using a Mesoamerican model places Book of Mormon supporters in a weak position. Until future discoveries are made in Mesoamerica that support it as a candidate for the land of the Jaredites, we need an alternative paradigm for the Jaredite homelands.

Peruvian Creation Mythology

The oral traditions of the Peruvians hint that the Jaredites disembarked on their shoreline. Gary Urton, the Dumbarton Oaks Professor of Pre-Columbian Studies in the Archaeology Department at Harvard University, notes that the Peruvian creator god was actually a “trinity” of gods,
 and provides this summary of their creation lore:

Most versions of this origin myth start by asserting that, in the beginning of time, all was in darkness, as the sun, moon and stars had not yet been created.  Into this primeval darkness there emerged the creator Viracocha;… [Andeans’ bearded White God] In various versions the creator is called Con Tici Viracocha, Thunupa Viracocha, and Viracocha Pachayachachic….certain coastal myths that identify the creator as Pachacamac (‘maker of earth/time’).

In this time and space of darkness, Viracocha, who is described by Betanzoz as a lord who emerged from Lake Titicaca, came forth and created the first race of humanity. These first beings, whom some chroniclers identify as a race of giants, lived in the darkness for a period of time but then, for some unspecified reason, they angered Viracocha. Because of his anger and his disappointment with them, the creator brought the first age to an end by a flood.

The Jaredites are believed to have been a “very large race of men.”
 After the first race of humanity was destroyed by a flood, Peruvian mythology holds that the white god created a second race of humanity, and “he also gave each nation the language they were to speak, the songs they were to sing.”
 Urton notes: 

In the version of the origin myth recounted by Cristobal de Molina, we read a slightly different account of the nature of events at the beginning of time. Molina begins when the world was already populated. Then there came a great flood, the waters of which covered even the highest mountains. The only survivors of this deluge were a man and a woman who, as the waters subsided, were thrown up onto the land of Tiahuanaco. Viracocha appeared and commanded the couple to remain there as mitimaes [migrants], the name given to groups of people who were moved by the Inca from their home territory to some other place in the empire.

Molina then says that after the flood subsided, the creator set about repopulating the land, fashioning the ancestors of the different nations of Tahuantinsuyu out of clay, and painting them in the manner of the dress they were to wear.
 

Quoting Molina directly: 

…they [Inkas] had an ample account of the deluge. They say that in it perished all races of men and created things insomuch that the waters rose above the highest mountain peaks in the world. No living thing survived except a man and a woman who remained in a box and, when the waters subsided, the wind carried them…to Tiahuanaco [where] the creator began to raise up the people and the nations that are in that region”

Though the Andean creator mythology attempts to recall events that occurred at the dawn of human history, it was obvious to the Spanish that the early Peruvians had a basic knowledge of the creation and the great flood. The Peruvians also appear to have had a communal memory that a large-size people arrived on their shoreline and that they brought with them the blessings of their first civilization. 

The Incas believed that the first people who arrived in their land called it Pirua (corrupted by the Spanish into Peru). Earlier Spanish chroniclers were told by the Indians that the name Pirua was derived from the name “Ophir”, the same name as the famous Biblical sailor (Genesis 10:29; 1 Kings 10:11,22). The seamanship skills of Ophir might even explain how in antiquity commerce took place between the Old and New Worlds. This is evident by the New World plants of coca and tobacco having been found in the graves of Egyptian mummies starting in 1070 B.C.
 

Like the later European colonizers in the Americas, the Book of Mormon people followed the custom of naming the lands they migrated to after the places they had left behind, i.e., Bountiful (Alma 22:29), Midian (Alma 24:5), Ishmael (Alma 17:19), and Jerusalem (Alma 21:1-2). One Spanish account claims that the Peruvian natives believed they were descendants of Ophir.
 This suggests that the Biblical character Ophir left the Old World harbor named after him, and sailed to Peru. Book of Mormon scholar J. M. Sjodahl cites, “Fernando Montesinos is one of the early writers on Peruvian history, but he is not considered an authority, except as far as he copies other writers, especially Blas Valera, which he is said to do frequently. He records the theory that Ophir, a ‘grandson of Noah‘ settled ’Hamerica,’ as he spells the name, 340 years after the deluge, and that ’Peru,’ the name, is derived from ‘Ophir.’” James Adair wrote: "But Vatablus reckons it was Hispaniola, discovered, and named so by Columbus: yet Postellus, Phil. Mornay, Arias Montanus, and Goropius, are of the opinion that Peru is the ancient Ophir."

In 1989 US explorer Gene Savoy, who is credited with discovering 43 “lost cities” in the Andes, declared that he found a King-Solomon-era icon for the land Ophir on three stone tablets in Peru. According to the Neil A. Maxwell Institute (FARMS) at BYU: “At the Grand Vilaya he [Gene Savoy] discovered carved stone stela inscribed with what may prove to be the only known example of pre-Columbian linear writing found in situ in South America.”
 Nephi knew the name Ophir and wrote it on a golden plate (2 Nephi 23:12). 

Why is Ophir a clue for understanding where the Jaredites landed in the New World? The answer lies in the fact that Ophir was the brother of Jerah. Jerah fled Mesopotamia with Ophir and his other brothers at the time of the confounding of the languages. The family initially migrated to southern Arabia
 (Genesis 10:26-30). The leader of the family was Jerah,
 who appears to be the family leader named Jared in the book of Ether. Rev. Charles Forster, a former preacher in the Cathedral of Christ, Canterbury, provides these variant spellings for Jerah, Jarah (Arabia Felicis), Jarach, Jare (St. Jerome), Jerhä by modern Arabs.
 Smith’s Bible Dictionary (London, 1863, 1:964) states the “Jared” is the Jered of 1 Chronicles 1:2. According the Smith and Sjodahl’s commentary on the book of Ether, some early Bible translations spelled Jerah, “Jared.”
 Their parallel stories in the books of Genesis and Ether make it probable that Jerah of the Bible and Jared of the Book of Mormon are the same person (Genesis 10:25-30; 11:1-9). 
  One element of those stories is that the brother of Jerah (Ophir) and the brother of Jared (Moriancumer
) each had a harbor named after them (1 Kings 10:11,22; Ether 2:13). It would follow then that Ophir and Moriancumer were also the same person. That said, we are left with the distinct possibility that Peru is actually named after the great Book of Mormon colonizer known to us as the "brother of Jared." 

At first it might seem confusing that the brother of Jared was named Ophir in the Bible, but did not go by that name in the Book of Mormon. Moroni's abbreviated version of the book of Ether was included in the sacred Nephite record referred to as the Golden Plates. The original Jaredite plates were probably written entirely in the New World, and probably did not name the brother of Jared as Ophir or Moriancumer. To understand why, we must remember that something special happened to the brother of Jared (Ophir) just before he left the Old World for the Promised Land. It appears that the brother of Jared was given a “new” or “sacred” name endowment when the Lord appeared to him (Ether 3:13). Under similar circumstances, new names were given to Abraham, Israel, Paul, and other prophets. In other words, it appears that the man Ophir went up the mountain with his sixteen stones, but came down the mountain as Moriancumer. 

Harbor of Ophir, Where the Jaredites Built Their Barge

Richard Wellington and I have presented compelling evidence that Nephi’s ship embarked for the Promised Land from the frankincense harbor of Khor Rori in southern Arabia.
 Local Khor Rori historian Ali Shahri, who has been invited to make presentations at Brigham Young University, is a member of the Shahri tribe. He has published a book that traces his genealogy to the man Ophir. His family still owns the land surrounding the harbor of Khor Rori and Shahri claims that Khor Rori is the Biblical port of Ophir
 and the property of his tribe. If true, then the port Khor Rori is not only the place where Nephi built his ship, it is also the port where Solomon’s ships of Tarshish were sent to bring back gold, peacocks, and other riches from Ophir (1 Kings 10:11,22). It is generally accepted by Biblical scholars that King Solomon's Tarshish was probably a port on the Indian Ocean (see LDS Bible Dictionary).  It has also been put forward by noted historians that Ophir is the original name for Khor Rori.
 Indeed, it appears that growing evidence indicates that the Jaredites and the Nephites built their ships at the same harbor in southern Arabia. 

Several clues support the idea that when the Jaredites left Mesopotamia they crossed Arabia to Khor Rori. First, like Nephi, the Jaredites needed a protected harbor in which to build their ships and a port that had available all resources required to build large ocean-going ships. These tangible and intangible resources appear to have been available at Khor Rori at the time of the Jaredites.
 

Second, after traveling north to Nimrod to gather provisions, the Lord met the Jaredite party, then led them into the wilderness (Ether 2:1). According to Hugh Nibley, in the Bible the word “wilderness” usually meant “desert.” The great desert nearest Mesopotamia is Arabia. However, it was not just any wilderness that the Jaredite crossed, the Lord led them “forth into the wilderness, yea, into that quarter where there never had man been” (Ether 2:5 Italic added). If the Jaredites traveled in a direct course from Babel to Khor Rori (Ophir), they would have needed to cross the largest sand desert in the world, the famed Empty Quarter, the Rub al-Khali, so named because no man has ever lived there. To this day, the only trail through the Empty Quarter, the Dakakah trail, ends at the ancient frankincense harbor of Khor Rori, or the port that is believed to have been the harbor of Ophir. Thus, it is possible that the Jaredites left from Ophir (Moriancumer) and arrived in a Promised Land they called 'New Ophir,' or 'Peru.'

The Religion of the White God Comes to the Promised Land

The Jaredites brought their religion with them to the Promised Land. If the civilized Jaredites of Mesopotamia settled Norte Chico in Peru, then perhaps it is possible to find evidence that a new monotheistic religion appeared along the Peruvian coast around the time the Jaredites arrived in their Promised Land. The Mesopotamians were descendents of Noah and originally believed in the One True God. Norte Chico is the site where the first artifact with the icon of the staff god, or the bearded white god Viracocha, was found in the Americas. The gourd on which the icon was carved dates back to 2180 B.C. Mann writes:

Norte Chico chiefdoms were almost certainly theocratic, through not brutally so; leaders induced followers to obey by a combination of ideology, charisma, and skillfully timed positive reinforcement…. 

The only known trace of the Norte Chico deities may be a drawing etched into the face of a gourd….When Creamer found the gourd in 2002, the image shocked the Andeanists. It looked like an early version of the Staff God, a fanged, staff-wielding deity who is one of the main characters in the Andean pantheon. Previously the earliest manifestation of the Staff God had been thought to be around 500 B.C. [Approximate time of Nephites] According to radiocarbon testing, the Norte Chico gourd was harvested between 2280 and 2180 B.C. The early date implies, Haas and Creamer argued, that the principal Andean spiritual tradition originated in the Norte Chico, and that his tradition endured for at least four thousand years, millennia longer than had been previously suspected….Over the millennia, this god or gods transmitted into Wiraqocha [Viracocha], the Inka creator deity, whose worship was brutally suppressed by Spain.

The Peruvian white god was always depicted as a man holding staffs, and was the dominate god of Peru until the Inca’s (AD 1400-1532) started worshipping the Sun. Even then, the Incas maintained two temples in their capital, one to the sun and the other to Viracocha.  Quetzalcoatl, the white god of Mesoamerica, did not become the dominant god of Central America until 700 AD, well after the conclusion of the Book of Mormon record. It was not until the Xochicaoco's political class started claiming the divine right to rule in the name of Quetzalcoatl that the deity took the main stage in Mesoamerican belief, i.e., after the Toltecs began using the name Quetzalcoatl in reference to their rulers.
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In my judgment, the symbolism associated with Peru’s Viracocha white god traditions appear to be more consistent with the Bible and Book of Mormon description of Jesus Christ than the icons of the white god Quetzacoatl of Mesoamerica. For example, consider the ruins of the city of Tiahuanacu at Lake Titicaca in Bolivia. The city was built around 200 AD, the approximate time the Nephite and Lamanite cities were being rebuilt after the appearance of Christ in the New World (4 Nephi 1:7). I visited the ruins of Tiahuanacu during my Peru-Bolivia mission. I was dwarfed by stone statues over four times my height (the tallest is nearly 24 feet tall). Some of the giant monoliths portray Viracocha, the bearded white god of the Andes.  Every Viracocha image at Tiahuanacu is clearly of a god in the form of a man. Perhaps the most famous icon of Viracocha is the carving of him that adorns the Sun Gate at Tiahuanacu (See figure above). The carving is of a man holding staffs. The man has an aurora around his head (common artistic convention for signifying deity), a beard, and teardrops falling upon his cheeks (possible symbolism for the love and passion the Lord displayed in the Americas (See 3 Nephi 17:20,21). 

The Peruvians’ artistic descriptions of their white god was in the form of a man.
 It is strikingly different from the Mesoamerican icons of Quetzacoatl. The white god of Central America was depicted as a beast-fable god. Quetzacoatl's icons are of humans that have taken on animal characteristics or are entirely the image of a beast, i.e., a plumed serpent. Despite the Quetzacoatl images clearly contradicting Isaiah’s warning against making pagan comparisons to the Lord (Isaiah 40:18), there remain Book of Mormon scholars who would have us believe that righteous Jaredites and Nephites in Mesoamerica would have depicted Jesus Christ in the satanic images of a serpent. Alonzo Gaskill notes, “Symbolically speaking, they [serpents] remind us of Satan and his teachings, buffetings, temptations, and pitfalls.”

The First Civilization of the Americas

The discipline of archaeology claims that primitive man stumbled upon stone tools some 1.5 million years ago. If so, then during the next 1.5 million years very little changed in the lifestyles of our ancestors. Then suddenly, according to scholars, around 3000 B.C., as if by some miracle, the first civilization suddenly bloomed at Sumer in Mesopotamia. After 1.5 million years of glacier-speed progress, as if within the twinkling of an historian's eye, mankind suddenly invented agriculture, government, irrigation, textiles, sailing, fishing, and a complex theocracy. Science has no explanation as to why mankind, after sleeping so long, could become so smart so fast and in one place only. If scientists cannot explain what happened in Mesopotamia around 3000 B.C., what chance do they have of explaining how this same miracle could have occurred in Peru only a few hundred years later? Indeed, the discovery of the ancient urban center in Peru’s Norte Chico has left archaeologists with a puzzling paradox. How could man have invented what we now call civilization at approximately the same time but on opposite sides of the world? 

Peru before the Jaredites
As noted before, the barren coastal plain of Norte Chico is an unlikely candidate for giving birth to a sophisticated civilization. Archaeologists believe that before the third millennium B.C. the coastline of Peru was inhabited by native people that they refer to as paleo-Indians. These native people had a technology that seems to have been just above that of the first humans back in 1.5 million B.C.  Mann describes their society in this manner:

Peru’s first known inhabitants appear in the archaeological record sometime before 10,000 B.C. According to two studies in Science in 1998, these people apparently lived part of the year in the foothills, gathering and hunting. When winter came, they hiked to the warmer coast. At Quebrada Jaguay, a dry streambed on the nation’s southern coast that was one of the two sites described in Science, they dug up wedge clams and chased schools of six-inch drum fish with nets. They carried their catch to their base, which was about five miles from the shore. Quebrada Tacahuay, the other Science site, was closer to the shore but even drier: its average annual rainfall is less than a quarter inch. The site, exposed by the construction of a road, is an avian graveyard. On their annual travels between the foothills and the shore, paleo-Indians seem to have visited the area periodically to feast on the cormorants and boobies that nested on the rocks by the beach. 

By 8000 B.C., paleo-Indians had radiated through western South America. Their lives were similar enough to contemporary hunter-gatherers that perhaps they should now be simply called Indians…. Some groups had settled into mountain caves, skewering deer-size vicuna on spears; others plucked fish from the mangroves swamps; still others stayed on the beach as their forebears had, weaving nets, and setting them into the water.”

What is the probability that the paleo-Indians of Peru could have created an autonomous and sophisticated civilization along the barren shoreline of Peru? Mann continues:

Sometime before 3200 B.C., and possibly before 3500 B.C., something happened in the Norte Chico. On a world level, the eruption at the Norte Chico was improbable, even aberrant. The Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, Indus, and Huang He Valleys were fertile, sunny, well-watered breadbaskets with long stretches of bottomland that practically invited farmers to stick seeks in the soil. Because intensive agriculture has been regarded a prerequisite for complex societies, it has long been claimed that civilizations can arise only in such farm-friendly places. The Peruvian littoral is an agronomical no-go zone: barren, cloudy, almost devoid of rain, seismically and climatically unstable. Except along the rivers, nothing grows but lichen. ‘It looks like the last place you’d want to start up something major’, Creamer said to me. ‘There doesn’t seem to be anything there to build it on.’

The Neolithic Revolution is the invention of farming, an event whose significance can hardly be overstated. "The human career," wrote the historian Ronald Wright, "divides in two: everything before the Neolithic Revolution and everything after it." It began in the Middle East about eleven thousand years ago. In the next few millennia the wheel and the metal tool sprang up in the same area. The Sumerians put these inventions together, adding writing, and in the third millennium B.C. created the first great civilization. Every European and Asian culture since, no matter how disparate in appearance, stands in Sumer's shadow. Native Americans, who left Asia long before agriculture, missed out on the bounty. "They had to do everything on their own," [Alfred] Crosby [University of Texas] said to me. Remarkably, they succeeded.

The Invention of Government

The early Jaredites formed a centralized government, with kings who ruled over cities and lands. At latest, this appears to have occurred in the late third millennium B.C., a time when complex civic organizations were still rare. Mann notes of Peru:

Because human beings rarely volunteer to spend their days loading baskets with heavy rocks to build public monuments, Hass, Creamer, and Ruiz argue that these cities must have had a centralized government that instigated and directed the works. In the Norte Chico, in other words, Homo sapiens experienced a phenomenon that at that time had only once before, in Mesopotamia, the emergence, for better or worse, of leaders with enough prestige, influence, and hierarchical position to induce their subjects to perform heavy labor. It was humankind’s second experience with government. 

“It’s one of only two places on earth…where government was an invention. Everywhere else it was inherited or borrowed. People were into societies with governments or saw their neighbors’ government and copied the idea. Here [Peru], people came up with it themselves.

It seems far more likely that a group of people, i.e., Jaredites, migrated from Mesopotamia to Peru around 2200 B.C., and patterned their new government after the one they knew in Mesopotamia, than to believe that after eons of human evolutionary time two separate groups of people simultaneously invented a new form of ordering human society. Indeed, it is easy to answer the question, “Where did government come from?” In the Old World, it was established by Noah as the patriarchal order. In the New World, a similar order was implemented by the Jaredites. 

If the Jaredites introduced the paleo-Indians of Peru to religion and government, then it would seem probable that they transferred other Mesopotamian technologies to the New World. Following are some other examples of new technologies that came into existence in Peru during the early Jaredite period. That any one of these technologies could have been discovered without some form of external stimulus is highly improbable. 

The Invention of Metallurgy

Yale University anthropologist Richard L. Burger and Yale geologist Robert B. Gordon recently discovered thin gold and copper foils in Peru. The foils date to 1410–1090 BC.  These ancient dates were confirmed by testing the carbon atoms that had collected on the sheets. The gold foils were worked cold, that is, pounded with stone hammers into foils between 0.1 and .05 millimeters thick (.004 to .002 inch).
 The hammering technique for making golden foils or metal plates is an example of a rarely known technology. However, in antiquity such hammered plates were fabricated in the Near East. 

The Book of Mormon informs us that well before Nephi fabricated his plates, the Jaredites had created their own book of gold plates (Mosiah 8:9). Nephi started creating golden plates once he was in the Promised Land (1 Nephi 19:1). Therefore, it is conceivable that Nephi learned how to hammer plates of gold in the Americas from a people who had been taught the technique from the Jaredites. 

The Invention of Farming

If it were not for a transfer of technology from the Old World, how did the paleo-Indians of Peru suddenly discover how to cultivate food on irrigated fields? Mann writes:

Researchers have long known that a second, independent Neolithic Revolution occurred in Mesoamerica. The exact timing is uncertain—archaeologists keep pushing back the date—but it is now thought to have occurred about ten thousand years ago, not long after the Middle East's Neolithic Revolution. In 2003, though, archaeologists discovered ancient seeds from cultivated squashes in coastal Ecuador, at the foot of the Andes, which may be older than any agricultural remains in Mesoamerica—a third Neolithic Revolution.
  

To feed Norte Chico’s burgeoning population, Shady [Ruth Shady Solies] discovered the valley folk learned how to irrigate the soil. Not given an environment that favored the development of intensive agriculture, that is, they shaped the landscape into something more suitable to their purposes.
” 

How the Peruvians “learned” to farm is the real question. The Jaredites were no strangers to the advanced agricultural techniques of the Mesopotamian valley. They brought their seeds with them (Ether 2:3), and upon reaching the Promised Land they immediately began tilling the earth (Ether 6:13). Of special interest in Book of Mormon research is that the main crop cultivated by the farmers in Norte Chico was cotton. 

Invention of Cloth and the Peruvian Textile Revolution

Growing, breeding, and learning how to produce textiles from cotton are complicated processes. Only four species of cotton have ever been domesticated— two in the Americas and two in the Middle East and South Asia. Cotton was unknown in Europe until the thirteenth century A.D. The men aboard Columbus’s ship wore flax and wool cloth. Mann points out that “South American cotton (Gossypium baradense) once grew wild along the continent’s Pacific and Atlantic coasts…. in the Andean past, the long, puffy bolls of South American cotton, some varieties naturally tinted pink, blue, or yellow, were the soft underpinning of Andean culture.”

The Jaredites produced silks and fine linen (Ether 9:17). The cotton textiles produced in ancient Norte Chico were of such quality that they were the main element for regional trade. It was the media in which the Peruvians created visual arts and was used as a median for exchange and savings.
 

Invention of Fishing and Maritime Technology

In Mesopotamia, the Jaredites had built boats (Ether 2:16). Subsequently, they made eight barges that successfully completed a transoceanic crossing to the Americas. To have achieved such a feat, the Jaredites must have been skilled and experienced seafarers before they commenced building the barges that took them to the New World. Although it was a surprise to archaeologists, the latest discoveries support the theory that the rise of civilization in Peru was based on a maritime economy. In 1995, Florida archaeologist Michael Moseley proposed the MFAC hypothesis: the Maritime Foundation of Andean civilization.

The MFAC hypothesis—that societies fed by fishing could have founded a civilization—was ‘radical, unwelcome, and critiqued as an economic impossibility.” Moseley later recalled. Little wonder! The MFAC was like a brick through the window of archaeological theory. Archaeologists had always believed that in fundamental respects all human societies everywhere were alike, no matter how differently they might appear on the surface. If one runs the tape backward to the beginning, so to speak, the stories are all the same: foraging societies develop agriculture; the increased food supply leads to a population boom; the society grows and stratifies, with powerful clerics at the top and peasant cultivators at the bottom; massive public works ensue, along with intermittent social strife and war. If the MFAC hypothesis was true, early civilizations in Peru [were] in one major respect strikingly unlike early civilizations in Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, and China. Farming, the cornerstone of the complex societies in the rest of the world was in Peru an afterthought…. The MFAC hypothesis was radical, its supporters conceded, but the supporting evidence could not be dismissed. Bone analysis show that late-Pleistocene coastal foragers “got 90 percent of their protein from the sea—anchovies, sardines, shellfish, and so on”.

The sailing ship was invented in Mesopotamia. Besides fabricating cotton sails, the Sumerians used cotton nets to catch fish. If the Jaredites arrived in Peru, they undoubtedly would have discovered the great fishery of the Humboldt Current, one of the richest fisheries in the world. It would only seem natural that the shipbuilding and ocean-going Jaredites from Mesopotamia would continue building ships in the Promised Land and exploit the Peruvian fishery.

Invention of Ocean-Going Reed Ships with Sails

If the Jaredites’ barges landed in Peru, they were probably not the first foreign ships to land in South America. The Bering Strait theory for the early habitation of the Western Hemisphere is now under serious revision. The problem is that South America was inhabited prior to the ice-free corridor [32,000 years ago
] on the ice sheet that would have allowed migrants from Asia to reach the southern ice-free lands before they died from starvation. Recent discoveries in Chile suggested that humans have lived there for more than thirty thousand years. The new discoveries prompted Mann to state, "Perhaps the first Indians traveled [to Chile] by boat, and didn't need the land bridge."

The Spanish chronicler Cabello Balboa wrote that according to the legend of the Incas, in primordial times, the Peruvian coastal valleys were invaded by people from the sea in a fleet of balsas or rafts.
 The Jaredites came to the New World in eight barges. They were shipbuilders whose home of origin invented the sail and had a long legacy of building large ocean-going balsa vessels.

The Peruvians were still building ocean-going balsa ships when Columbus reached the New World. Again, the first encounter the Spaniards had with the Incas was “in the form of an Inka ship sailing near the equator, three hundred miles from its home port, under a load of fine cotton sail. It had a crew of twenty and was easily the size of a Spanish caravelle.”
 In 2004, the US explorer Phil Buck repeated Heyerdahl's feat by sailing a reed ship from South America to the Easter Islands.
 

Smaller versions of Peruvian reed boats are still utilized by the Uros Indians on Lake Titicaca, the highest navigable sea in the world. The Lake Titicaca basin was settled around 800 B.C., perhaps by the last remnant of the Jaredites. Thor Heyerdahl compared the reed boats of Peru to the reed boats of the Nile. However, the totora reed shipbuilding technology could have reached Peru much earlier than Lehi. The Jaredites migrated from Mesopotamia where the sailing ship was invented. The similarities between the reed boats of Mesopotamia and Peru are amazing, including the reed animal head placed on the bow of their boats.
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Are we to believe that all of these inventions spontaneously occurred in the New World just after they were discovered in Mesopotamia? As difficult as a voyage of eight barges would have been from the Near East to the New World, it is far more rational to believe the Jaredite account in the Book of Ether, than it is to assume all these technologies were invented by the paleo-Indians of Peru without contact from Mesopotamia.  

What Happened to the Wheel?

If the Jaredites transferred to Peru the Mesopotamian technologies of metallurgy, writing, irrigated farming, textile fabrication, the sail, reed ships, and government, why didn’t the Inca civilization incorporate the wheel? Since the wheel was invented in Mesopotamia around 4000 B.C., the Jaredites must have known about it. Charles Mann notes, “Because of the Pleistocene extinction, the Americas lacked animals suitable for domestication into beast of burden; without animals to haul carts, individuals on rough terrain can use skids almost as effectively.”
 Carts and chariots would have been difficult to use on the pre-Columbian Peruvian stone highways that summit passes as high as 15,000 feet, and often included long stretches of steps. 

Also of interest is that the Jaredites wrote that they had horses (Ether 9:19), and the Nephites recorded that they used chariots (Alma 18:9, 20:6). Until the remains of a horse are found in the Americas that carbon-14 dates to the time of the Nephites, we must ask ourselves which animal in the New World would have reminded the Jaredites and Nephites of a horse; at least to the point that they gave the animal the name horse, after a similar animal they knew in the Old World. In my opinion, the best candidate for Jaredite horses or asses is the llama (Lama) of the Andes. Although the llama is a member of the camel family, it does not have a hump and has the general appearance of a small horse. When the Spaniards first saw the Peruvian peccaries (Tayassu pecari) they called them puercos  (or hogs)
 (“swine,” Ether 9:18). In his chronicle The Discovery and Conquest of Peru, Pedro de Cieza de León referred to peccary or tapir flesh as "hog meat."
  If the Europeans called peccaries pigs, is it any less likely that the Jaredites would have called llamas horses?
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The Indians use the llama as a beast of burden, and it is feasible that as a weapon of war the Nephites could have harnessed several llamas to chariots with wheels or skids. The Romans used camels to pull chariots, so why couldn’t the Nephites?
 And today several websites offer instruction on how to train llamas to pull carts.
 I have lived in Arabia for fifteen years, so at first the notion of harnessing a member of the camel family to a chariot seemed odd. I thought it was impossible to have a camel trained to pull a cart. Having seen camels used in Arabia only as pack animals, I assumed they could not pull a cart. However, on visiting India, I saw hundreds of Arabian camels pulling heavily laden carts. Again, in most instances, the wheeled cart is not suitable for the mountainous terrain of the Andes, and it is reasonable to see why the technology was abandoned by the time of the Incas.   

The combination of poor terrain and the Peruvian camels could be the reason the Jaredites and Nephites gave up on the wheel. Richard W. Bulliet of Harvard University’s Center for Middle Eastern Studies wrote:

Once, in ancient times, the Middle East teemed with carts and wagons and chariots, but they were totally driven out by the coming of the camel.

“For all the discussion there has been among archeologists about why advanced societies such as those in pre-Colombian Central and South America never invented wheeled transport, there has been little notice taken of the amazing fact that Middle Eastern society willfully abandon the use of the wheel, one of mankind’s greatest inventions.

It was the long, slow pace of the camel, two and a half miles an hour, 20 miles a day, for weeks on end, that spelled the demise of the wheel. Because of the primate state of harnessing technology in the ancient East, where even a horse could not be harnessed effectively to pull a heavy load, the camel could not he hitched to a wagon.

The ox cart was equally slow, and in the competition the camel had certain positive advantages.

These advantages meant that camel transport was about 20 percent cheaper than wagon transport, according to the prices issued by the Roman emperor Diocletian in the third century A.D.” 
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Since a packed camel is a faster and more economical form of transportation than the ox or camel cart, it only makes sense that eventually the Nephites would abandon llamas pulling carts and wagons, and used them exclusively as pack animals. A similar fate could have befallen chariots pulled by llamas. In the long run they were ineffective in the Andes Mountains.

Disbursement & Demise of the Jaredites

Andeanist Gary Urton states, “Archaeologists divide Peruvian prehistory into five major periods, primarily on the basis of continuities and changes in ceramic shapes and styles over time and across space. Three of these periods are known as ‘horizons,’ a term that is meant to indicate that these were periods of relative unity in art, architecture, ritualism and economy over broad regions in the central Andes.”
 The first of these periods or civilizations ended in 200 BC,
 the time period when the last Jaredite king was discovered by the people of Zarahemla (Omni 1:21). In my opinion, it is likely the Jaredites brought the first civilization to the Americas, and their demise marked the end of its first great civilization. 

Furthermore, it seems reasonable that as millions of Jaredites were being slaughtered in a civil war that would end with the complete destruction of their civilization, that at least some of the Jaredites would have launched balsa ships and sailed northward to Mesoamerica. Such a migration by refugees could explain how the worship of a bearded white god and metal working eventually reached Mexico and other parts of Central America. 

Joseph Fielding Smith offered this summary of the history of the civilization known as the Jaredites:

On this land the Jaredites multiplied and prospered, sinned and were punished, repented and were forgiven—during a long period of years. They had among them men holding the priesthood and a Church organization. The Lord established his covenants with them as he did with Abraham and Israel. They built cities and became skilful and cunning workmen in gold and silver and had a thorough knowledge of the coming of Jesus Christ. Eventually through sin their civilization crumbled. They killed their prophets. Plague and constant warfare decimated them until eventually they were entirely destroyed. Their last king, Coriantumr, lived to see another people come to possess the land which he and his people had lost through transgression, in fulfillment of the prediction of their first prophet, Mahonri Moriancumer.

While serving an LDS Mission on the Altiplano of Peru/Bolivia, my companion Glenn Kimball and I spent a preparation day visiting the ruins known as the towers of Sillustani. We hitched a ride on an Indian flatbed truck to the ruins that were located in remote hills some 35 miles from Lake Titicaca. Today the towers are a popular tourist site, but in 1970 few people knew of the towers, and that day we found ourselves alone at the ruins. Both Glenn and I were both born with an extra portion of curiosity. Near the stone towers were smaller chullpas, white stone burial towers. The chullpas had small holes in one side in which a person can snake their way into the interior of the tower. As we squeezed our way into the towers we found the interior was only a well-like shaft that fell straight down into the darkness below. As foolish as it might seem today, without a rope, we both worked our way into the shaft and precariously climbed down the seemingly bottomless pit. As we descended, I wondered more than once if we could make our way back up the shaft. We reached the floor about fifteen feet below the small entrance. As we reached what we thought was the floor of the shaft, we found that whatever was below our feet cracked as we applied our full weight. As our eyes adjusted to the very dim light, we discovered that we were standing upon a deep pile of bones. We picked up skulls and found that they were far larger than the heads of the Aymara Indians who now live around the lake and were even larger than the typical head of a modern era six-foot tall man. We knew the towers were attributed to a civilization that dated after the Jaredites; however we still wondered whose bones these were. We were reminded of a statement about the Jaredites that was published in the early Mormon newsletter, The Evening and Morning Star: “they were a very large race of men; whenever we hear that uncommonly large bones have been dug up from the earth, we may conclude that was the skeleton of a Jaredite.”

Viracocha on the Sun Gate at Tiahuanacu �
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