Inscribed Bronze Plate Discovered at Nephi’s Harbor

By George Potter
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I just returned from spending another Thanksgiving holiday following Lehi’s Trail in Oman. 

You might recall that during our September 2006 Expedition to Oman, we learned that an archaeological team from the University of Pisa had excavated a metal plate at the temple at Khor Rori. (See the image to the right and the Nephi Project Newsletter, November 2006.)

www.nephiproject.com/Newsletter/George%20Plates.pdf
Khor Rori is the ancient Frankincense harbor and our candidate for Nephi’s Harbor. Of course, we were excited to learn that metal-plate technology existed in antiquity at a place we believe Nephi spent several years building his ship and learning how to sail. We were even more pleased to see that the plate was found in the harbor’s temple and that it appears to have possible temple associations. 

However, the plate we saw in 2006 did not contain written inscriptions. We knew that William Phillips, the American archaeologist who had originally excavated Khor Rori in the 1950’s, had discovered seven bronze plates that had inscriptions, but that Phillips illegally took the plates to the United States. To date his heirs have refused to return the plates to the Omani government or to make them public. 

For this reason I was very excited when Mike Ulrich pointed out to me a new exhibit in the Frankincense Museum in Salalah, Oman. The exhibit was of discoveries at Khor Rori in 2007, and included an inscribed bronze plate— a flat rectangular sheet of metal with written inscriptions. This is great news. Now anyone can see the plate on display in the Hall of History at the new museum. 
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The museum would not allow us to photograph the inscribed plate; however we were able to obtain a photograph of another bronze item found at the harbor of Khor Rori, a bronze bowl with inscriptions on it. The symbols of the ancient language of southern Oman that are found on both bronze items have still not been deciphered. 

*  *  *

