Revisiting the Valley of Lemuel

By George Potter
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Since Craig Thorsted and I discovered what most LDS scholars now consider to be the Valley of Lemuel, my friends and I have visited the valley on eight different occasions. Other LDS groups have also visited the valley. However, it has been almost five years since my last visit. The bulk of my research is now spent along the Jaredite trail and Book of Mormon sites in Peru.  Thus, it has been some time since I set my eyes on this beautiful candidate for the Valley of Lemuel.  

For this reason I was delighted to see photographs Timothy Sedor sent me of the valley. The photographs have recently been posted on Google Earth, and can be seen directly on the Google Earth website.

The first photograph is taken from offshore. I love this photograph, for it illustrates the magnificence of this geographic feature. The canyon's walls reach straight up some 2,500 feet. At the base of the canyon is a palm-tree-lined cove.

The second photograph shows the narrowness of the valley, and how its walls would have provided shade for Lehi and his family. In a few places where the valley widens date palms and grain grow wild.
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The final photograph shows that the River Laman is still flowing despite the water that is being pulled out of the valley’s aquifer by the Bedouins. Indeed, there seems to be more water in the river today than during any of my past visits. 
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