The White God Appeared to the Peruvians

By George Potter

Comparisons between the Inca oral traditions of the physical visitation of their white god, Viracocha, to Peru and the account of the visitation of Jesus Christ in the Book of Mormon are truly amazing. H. Osborne writes of the appearance of Viracocha to the ancient Incas: “there suddenly appeared, coming from the south, a white man of large stature and authoritative demeanor. This man had such great power that he changed the hills into valleys and from valleys made great hills, causing streams to flow from the living stone…”
 (compare 3 Nephi 9:8).
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Figure 1 Statue of Christ above Cusco Peru

The Peruvian historian Cabello Valboa attributes this event to the events that occurred when Christ was crucified. He wrote:

There is a story, passed down by tradition from fathers to sons, that one day, all of a sudden, the earth shook, and the sun (outside of its normal trajectory) was darkened and the rocks were broken up by smashing some against the others, and many graves of men dead since many years earlier were seen open. Many of the animals were greatly disturbed. By conjecture and numerous indications, this appears to have taken place on the holy day of the crucifixion and death of our Redeemer Christ because it was also said that within a few years there were seen in some areas of Peru certain men of venerable presence and appearance with long beards who dealt justly with everyone.

David Calderwood cites Father Francisco de Avila’s description (1598) of this ancient event:


In ancient times the sun died.


Because of his [sun’s] death it was night for five days.


Rocks banged against each other.


Mortars and grinding stones began to eat people.


Buck llamas started to drive men.

Calderwood continues “Father Francisco de Avila inserted his opinion of the event when he exclaimed that 'Here’s what we Christians think about it. We think these stories tell of the darkness following the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. Maybe that is what it was.’”

Quoting the chronicler Cieza de León, Hammond Innes relates:

Before the Incas came to reign in these kingdoms or were known there, these Indians tell a thing that far exceeds all else they say.

They state that a long time went by in which they “did not see the sun; …” It finally emerged out of Lake Titicaca and shortly afterwards '”out of the regions of the south there came and appeared among them a white man, large of stature, whose air and person aroused great respect and veneration.”

Because he could work miracles, “making plains of the hills and of the plains mountains, and bringing forth springs in the living rock,” they called him “the Maker of all things, their Beginning, Father of the Sun…” They say that in many places he instructed people how they should live and spoke to them lovingly and meekly, exhorting them to be good and not do one another harm or injury, but rather to love one another, and use charity to all.
 

Osborne continues that Viracocha was “a bearded man of tall stature clothed in a white robe which came down to his feet and which he wore belted at the waist.”
 “He walked with a staff and addressed the natives with love, calling them his sons and daughters. As he traversed all the land he worked miracles. He healed the sick by touch. He spoke every tongue even better than the natives. They called him Thunupa or Tarpaca, Viracocha-rapacha or Pacaccan…”

To someone who has not read the Book of Mormon account, it must seem odd that the Peruvian god seems to have had the dress, manners, and appearance of a holy man from Palestine during the era of Christ’s earthly mission.: Urton notes: “The native chronicler Pachacuti Yamqui strongly averred that the creator, known to him by the names Thunupa, Tarapaca and Thunupa Viracocha, was the apostle St Thomas, whereas the native chronicler Guaman Poma identified Viracocha as St. Bartholomew.”
 It is easy to see why Viracocha stood out from the native Peruvians; he was a “white man of large stature, whose air and person aroused great respect and veneration,”
 and had blue eyes.
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