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Where is the Land Bountiful? 
By George Potter
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Finding the land Bountiful in the Americas is of great interest to students of the Book of Mormon. Not only was it a site of one of the Nephite temples, Bountiful was the first place that Jesus Christ appeared in the Americas. It was at Bountiful that Christ organized his Church in the Americas and where he performed great miracles. For this reason, Chapter Eight in my book Nephi in the Promised Land was dedicate to presenting evidence that the citizens of the early Nasca Empire were the Book of Mormon people of the Land Bountiful. 

Recent discoveries by archaeologist Alex J. Chepstow-Lust of the French Institute of Andean Studies in Lima, Peru, support one of my arguments as to why Nasca is the best candidate for  Bountiful. The Book of Mormon reports that Bountiful had trees that could be used for construction and that these trees were harvested and exported from Bountiful to the Land Northward where the land had already become deforested.  From Nephi in the Promised Land, we read:

The Book of Mormon tells us that Bountiful had timbers that they shipped to the Nephites who had colonized the land northward (Helaman 3:10). The numerous inhabitants who had previously lived in the north, the Jaredites, had deforested the land (Helaman 3:6). I flew from Lima (land of Desolation) north along Peru’s barren shoreline and found that it would have been easy for the fragile ecosystems of the coastal fluvial valleys to have become deforested. Whatever the cause for lack of trees, the northern colonists needed to build their houses using cement (Helaman 3:7). Victor Von Hagen writes, the “largest man-made pyramid in all the Americas [near Lima in the Land Northward], was constructed of millions of sun-baked bricks cemented over and frescoed with paintings.” 651 However, to the south, the river valleys of the Nasca abounded

with trees that could have been placed aboard Inca ships and transported to the Land Northward.

Notice in the article below the interesting time-line for Nasca (200 BC to circa 500 AD), roughly the period in which the Nephites resided at Bountiful. The article describes the Nasca land as having a “fertile landscape” and being an “oasis” with fruits and vegetables. It also states that Nasca was once forested by large “huarango trees” which were “ideal for construction.” However, the trees were removed,[in my theory harvested and shipped to the Land Northward for construction] and the land become deforested. 
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Researchers have found that the Nazca people of Peru—famous for their huge line drawings on a desert plateau that are fully visible only from the air—set the stage for their collapse around the year 500 by deforesting the plain, allowing a flood free rein through the Rio Ica valley.
"They died out because they destroyed their natural ecosystem," said archaeologist Alex J. Chepstow-Lusty of the French Institute of Andean Studies in Lima, Peru, co-author of a paper in the current issue of Latin American Antiquity." As the population expanded, they put in too many fields and didn't protect the landscape. The El Nino wiped away society."

Chepstow-Lusty, David Beresford-Jones of the University of Cambridge ,and their colleagues used pollen in the soil to trace the horticultural history of the valley, revealing a sobering history of environmental depredation.

A barren landscape today, the Rio Ica valley, about 120 miles south of Lima, was once what is known as a riverine oasis, a fertile landscape capable of supporting large numbers of people. The key to that fertility was a tree called the huarango, or algarrobo.

A member of the Prosopis family, huarangos are massive, slow-growing trees with roots that extend 180 feet deep. The trees, a relative of mesquite, that can live for more than 1,000 years, have dense wood that is ideal for construction and fuel. Their pods can be ground into flour and used to produce beer.

The remains of its seeds and pods are frequently found in coprolites, fossilized human feces.

The trees also trap water from the morning mists that waft in from the Pacific.

In large part because of the huarango, the Nazca flourished for 500 years, from the time of Christ to about 500. In addition to the mysterious line drawings or geoglyphs, whose purpose remains a mystery, the Nazca were renowned for their pottery and textiles, which are found in museums around the world.

But little is known about them, in part because most of the artifacts were looted, so they were never seen in any archaeological context. "There has been a lot of theorizing and not much data," Beresford-Jones said.

The early Nazca lived in the region from at least 200 B.C., but they were largely fisherman. Excavations of middens—garbage dumps—from the period show the remains of marine mollusks and fish from the ocean, which was only about 15 miles away. Preserved pollen is virtually only from huarangos and some weeds, Chepstow-Lusty said.

Coinciding with the early rise of the civilization, however, the team began to find pollen from cotton, and the amount of pollen from huarangos began to decline. Around 400 A.D. (dates are not precise because the sediments have not been radiocarbon dated) the Nazca apparently stopped growing cotton and began producing large quantities of maize, squash, beans, and other foods. Pollen from the huarangos dropped off sharply, indicating that most of the trees had been cut down, either to use the wood or to clear land for agriculture.

All was well for several decades, but around 500 A.D., a massive El Nino built up in the Pacific, delivering huge amounts of rain to the nearby Andes. The rain created floods that washed walls of water and mud down the valley and over the denuded landscape, sweeping away the maize and other food crops along with buildings and other artifacts.

Beresford-Jones compared it to the El Nino event of 1997-1998, which flooded the city of Ica to a depth of 6 feet and, he said, "washed a late-intermediate archaeological site out to sea." He also indicated that that event "looks like a relatively modest affair," compared with the one that destroyed the Nazca.

After that, the only pollen found was from plants adapted to "dry, arid, salty conditions," Chepstow-Lusty said.

The region is now "completely empty of any vegetation whatsoever," Beresford-Jones added. "It's a deflated landscape; the wind has blown away the topsoil, so that features such as canals that were once cut into the landscape are now standing up above it, preserved in hard calcite."

Dunes have built up on the windward side of the canals, preserving the soil underneath and providing good sites for excavation. The team has even found preserved footprints from 1,500 years ago.

After the flood, according to other researchers, the Nazca civilization fragmented, and warfare became more common. Life expectancy fell, and infant mortality rose. Eventually, the Wari people came down from the nearby mountains and conquered the remnants of the Nazca, incorporating them into their own society.

Chepstow-Lusty contends that modern Peru can draw a lesson from the research. The rush to exploit oil, gas, and gold is leading to massive deforestation along the rivers, which will further reduce the already fragile water supply in the region, he said. The last few groves of huarango on the southern coast are being cleared for illegal charcoal production.

According to Chepstow-Lusty "Peru should be thinking about restoring those ecosystems on a massive scale if it is going to survive…. Lima is in a very fragile situation" he said, because it is perched in the middle of a desert.



Read more: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2009/11/15/MN6O1AE200.DTL#ixzz0Xk8Y3JPw
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